
GRADE 6 
English Language Arts 

Wednesday, May 13 and Thursday, May 14 
LESSON 18 

THIS ASSIGNMENT WILL BE GRADED/YOU SHOULD ACCESS AND SUBMIT YOUR WORK IN SCHOOLOGY. 
  

1. OPEN THE FOLDER IN SCHOOLOGY NAMED May 13 AND 14. THERE IS A COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT IN 
THE FOLDER. YOU CAN CLICK ON IT TO LOOK AT THE ASSIGNMENT SHEET ANYTIME. 

  
2. YOU WILL CLICK ON THE PUZZLE PIECE NAMED “May 13 and 14 QUESTIONS TURN IN HERE” TO DO 

YOUR WORK AND SEND IT TO YOUR TEACHER. JUST TYPE YOUR ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS IN THE 
BOXES AND 
OR 
YOU MAY ALSO CHOOSE TO ANSWER THE QUESTIONS IN YOUR READER’S AND WRITER’S NOTEBOOK 
AND SEND YOUR TEACHER A MESSAGE THROUGH SCHOOLOGY WITH A PICTURE OF YOUR WORK 
ATTACHED. 

 
On Monday, we read a selection titled, “Ferrets Make a Comeback.” You will need to re-read parts of this 
selection to answer the following questions.  
 
1. In paragraph 1, the author uses the phrase “his heart began to race.” What does this phrase tell you about how 
    Dean Biggins felt when he spotted a black-footed ferret? 

A It shows that he was confused because black-footed ferrets don’t usually live in Wyoming. 
B It shows that he was proud because he was the first person to spot a black-footed ferret since the 
1980s. 
C It shows that he was excited because he knew his chances of spotting a black-footed ferret were slim. 
D It shows that he was afraid because black-footed ferrets can pose a threat to humans. 

 
 
2. Which detail from the article best supports the answer to question 1? 

A “Black-footed ferrets once roamed the prairie that stretches across the Great Plains . . .” (paragraph 2) 
B “Black-footed ferrets mainly prey on prairie dogs . . .” (paragraph 3) 
C “. . . scientists began releasing young ferrets, called kits, back into the wild.” (paragraph 7) 
D “Today, only about 500 black-footed ferrets live in the wild.” (paragraph 10) 

 
 
3. What does the word vulnerable mean as it is used in paragraph 3? 

A easily harmed 
B rare 
C dangerous 
D easy to find 

 
 
4. Which detail from the article best supports the answer to question 3? 

A “[Biologist Dean Biggins] had just spotted a rare black-footed ferret.” (paragraph 1) 
B “Without prairie dogs, the ferrets suffered.” (paragraph 4) 
C “. . . scientists found a small group of ferrets that had survived!” (paragraph 6) 
D “As the number of ferrets rose, scientists began releasing young ferrets . . .” (paragraph 7) 



 
5. Which of the following statements about sylvatic plague is true? 

A It affects only black-footed ferrets. 
B It is the main reason so many black-footed ferrets died in the early 1900s. 
C It affected the small population of black-footed ferrets discovered in the 1980s. 
D It is no longer a threat to black-footed ferrets, thanks to scientists’ efforts. 

 
 
6. Which choice best describes the author’s point of view about black-footed ferrets? 

A She is glad that they are not extinct, as scientists previously believed. 
B She is worried about how their comeback will affect the prairie dog population. 
C She thinks they should not be released into the wild. 
D She thinks the government should do more to help them. 

 
 
 
7.  Which detail from the article best supports the answer to question 6? 

A “But two years later, an amazing thing happened.” (paragraph 5) 
B “But the animals weren’t used to living on their own.” (paragraph 7) 
C “Today, only about 500 black-footed ferrets live in the wild.” (paragraph 10) 
D “The U.S. government urges ranchers to let prairie dogs live on their land . . .” (paragraph 11) 

 
 
 
8.  In the section “Tough Road Ahead,” how does the author support the idea that the ferrets still need help? 

A The author describes the causes and effects of sylvatic plague. 
B The author mentions two big problems facing ferrets and possible solutions for them. 
C The author compares the ferret population today with that in the early 1900s. 
D The author lists ways in which the U.S. government is supporting ranchers. 
 
 
 

9. Which conclusion is supported by the article? 
A Breeding wild animals in conservation centers does more harm than good for these animals. 
B Changes in the population of a species can have a big effect on the survival of other species. 
C Black-footed ferrets are unlikely to ever lose their endangered status. 
D Scientists are usually wrong when they declare a species endangered. 

 
 
 
10. Which section of the article best supports the answer to question 10? 

A “Disappearing Food” 
B “Back From the Dead” 
C “To the Rescue” 
D “Tough Road Ahead” 


